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Adobe Illustrator – Level III   
Lesson 8: Infographic

1. File>New and enter these settings: Width: 4 inches, Height: 5 inches, Units: Inches, 
 Orientation: Portrait, Color Mode: CMYK, Raster Effects: High (300 ppi).

2. Use your Ellipse Tool, hold SHIFT and draw three yellow circles. Be sure to align them 
vertically (Window>Align>Vertical Align Center). Make sure Artboard is not selected.

 

3. Object>Group to group the circles together. 

4. Draw a rectangle and place it as shown:

5. Zoom in. Use your arrow keys to move the rectangle onto the circles.
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6. Select both the circles and rectangle and Align Horizontally

7. With the rectangle and circles still selected, go to Window>Pathfinder. Select Merge. The 
rectangle and circle will now be one shape for the pencil.

8. Select the pencil shape. Go to Window>Swatch Libraries>
Gradients>Fruits and Vegetables and select Yellow Pepper
for the Fill color. 

9. Select the pencil shape. Go to Window>Gradient. Drag the light orange swatch
on your Swatch Palette onto the Gradient Slider as shown to add a little
orange to the pencil. Feel free to experiment. If you don't like the swatch
you added, pull it off the slider or go to Edit>Undo. 
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10. Select your Star Tool. Set the sides to 3 and draw a triangle. Turn it upside down.

11. Resize the triangle:

12. Fill the triangle with Earthtone 4 (Go to Window>Swatch Libraries>Gradients>Earthtones). 

13. Make a copy of the triangle, resize it, and change the Fill to the black and white
Linear Gradient 1 on your Swatch palette. (This will be the pencil point).

14. Select the pencil point. Go to Window>Gradient. Select a dark gray swatch and drag it onto the 
gradient slider as shown. Then, pull the white color box down off the gradient slider. 
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15. Place the point of the pencil as shown. Resize and Align as needed, 
then Group.

16. Move the point onto the bottom of the pencil. Resize if needed. 
Go to Object>Arrange>Send to Back. Group all the pencil parts
together.

17. For the eraser, draw a rectangle. Go to Window>Swatch>Libraries>Gradients>Metals and fill it 
with Chrome. Go to Object>Arrange>Send to Back.

18. Draw another rectangle. Go to Window>Swatch>Libraries>Gradients>
Fruits and Vegetables>Tomato (Peach or Apple work well too,
whichever you prefer). Go to Object>Arrange>Send to Back.

19. Group all the pencil parts together.

20. For the banner, draw a rectangle. Select the banner with the Black Arrow Tool. Select the Add 
Anchor Point Tool. Add an Anchor Point on the right side of the rectangle. 
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21. With the White Arrow Direct Selection Tool, drag the new Anchor Point in to the left.

22. Fill it with a gradient color of your choice. (I used Seasons)

23. Make a copy of the banner. Fill it with black. Object>Arrange>Send to Back and place as 
shown for a shadow. Group both together.

24. Make 3 copies. Add the text Academics, Athletics, College & Career, and Community in any 
font you like, one to each banner. Then add the name of your school on the pencil. Align as 
needed. Group it all and your infographic is done!
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